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Born in 1975, Erlend Mikael Sæverud is a fine art photographer who grew up in a 
musical family in Baerum, just outside of Oslo, Norway. Saeverud worked as a 
producer, musician and teacher until he made a career switch in 2007.  
 
Through photography he aims to see himself and the world for the first time over and 
over again to get closer to a reality that is not learned through culture. Inspired by 
classic street photography, he always has his camera at hand. His method is intuitive 
and spontaneous and the use of natural light is characteristic of his work.   
 
Sæverud use inspiration from science fiction, surrealism, and film noir to create a 
world where the city streets are illuminated by the celestial glow of quasars while 
ominous black holes become passages to parallel worlds. 
 
Erlend examines the streets through intense blacks, whites and splashes of color, 
illustrating dramatic narratives that balance opposing forces like the past and present, 
dark and light, physical and psychic worlds, truth and fiction. 
 
His fine art photography consist of spontaneous street photographs where the light 
steers the wanderer towards an unknown destination. 
 
– I think solitude sometimes can be an important path, to get to know the depth of 
existence. I am very inspired by the Swiss psychiatrist Carl Jung: 
 
“One does not become enlightened by imagining figures of light, but by making the 
darkness conscious.” 
 


